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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) filed on 2/1 1/2004 has been considered by 
the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Wolovitz (WO 
01/74011 Al). 

Regarding claim 1, Wolovitz discloses an apparatus for performing a wireless 
communication (page 3, lines 3-5), comprising: a wireless communication device (page 7, lines 

14- 29); means for selecting one from among a plurality of locations that are predetermined to 
perform the wireless communication (Fig. 1; page 3, lines 13-19; page 10, line 26 through page 
1 1, line 5); and means for setting an operating environment for the wireless communication in a 
mode in which the wireless communication device does not respond to a device discovery 
request transmitted from a remote device, based on the selected location (Fig. 10; page 13, lines 

15- 18). 
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Regarding claim 2, Wolovitz discloses the apparatus according to claim 1, further 
comprising means for holding a plurality of mode setting information items (Fig. 10; page 11, 
lines 16-25) each including information indicating whether the wireless communication device 
should respond to the device discovery request (Fig. 10; page 13, lines 16-18), the plurality of 
mode setting information items corresponding to the plurality of locations (page 10, line 26, 
through page 11, line 25), wherein the means for setting the operating environment includes 
means for setting the operating environment for the wireless communication in one of a mode in 
which the wireless communication device responds to the device discovery request and a mode 
in which the wireless communication device does not respond to the device discovery request, 
based on mode setting information item corresponding to the selected location (Fig. 10; page 13, 
lines 15-18). 

Regarding claim 3, Wolovitz discloses the apparatus according to claim 2, wherein the 
plurality of mode setting information items each include information indicating whether the 
wireless communication device should respond to a connection request transmitted from a 
remote device (Fig. 10; page 13, lines 18-20), and the means for setting the operating 
environment further includes means for setting the operating environment for the wireless 
communication in one of a mode in which the wireless communication device responds to the 
cpnnection request and a mode in which the wireless communication device does not respond to 
the connection request, based on mode setting information item corresponding to the selected 
location (Fig. 10; page 13, lines 18-20). 

Regarding claim 4, Wolovitz discloses the apparatus according to claim 2, wherein the 
plurality of mode setting information items each include information indicating whether it is 
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necessary to authenticate that the wireless communication device arid the remote device have a 
same password (Fig. 10; page 13, lines 19-21; note that determining whether communication 
devices have the same password is inherently present in an authentication process), and "the 
means for setting the operating environment further includes means for setting the operating 
environment for the wireless communication in one of a mode in which the authentication need 
to be performed and a mode in which the authentication need not to be performed, based on 
mode setting information item corresponding to the selected location (Fig. 10, lines 18-20; note 
the pairable mode setting). 

Regarding claim 5, Wolovitz discloses the apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the 
means for selecting one from among the plurality of locations includes means for displaying on a 
display screen a selection screen for causing a user to select one from among the locations (page 
4, lines 5-10). 

Regarding claim 6, Wolovitz discloses the apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the 
means for selecting one from among the plurality of locations includes means for defining link 
information for associating each of remote devices with one of the locations (page 4, lines 1 1-27; 
page 6, lines 10-14), means for performing a device discovery process of discovering a remote 
device that is present within a wireless communication area of the wireless communication 
device (page 6, lines 14-16), and means for selecting one from among the locations based on a 
result of the device discovery process and the link information so as to select a location that is 
associated with the remote device discovered by the device discovery process (page 6, lines 16- 
20). 
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Regarding claim 7, Wolovitz discloses an apparatus for performing a wireless 
communication with a remote device (page 3, lines 3-5), comprising: means for defining link 
information for associating each of remote devices with one of a plurality of locations that are 
predetermined to perform wireless communication (page 4, lines 11-27; page 6, lines 10-14); 
means for performing a device discovery process of discovering a remote device that is present 
within a wireless communication area of the apparatus (page 6, lines 14-16); means for selecting 
one from among the locations based on a result of the device discovery process and the link 
information so as to select a location that is associated with the remote device discovered by the 
device discovery process (page 6, lines 16-20); and means for setting an operating environment 
for the wireless communication in one of a mode in which the apparatus responds to a device 
discovery request transmitted from a remote device and a mode in which the apparatus does not 
respond to the device discovery request, in accordance with the selected location (Fig. 10). 

Regarding claim 8, Wolovitz discloses a method of controlling an operating environment 
for wireless communication with a remote device (page 1 1, lines 6-25), the method being applied 
to an apparatus for performing the wireless communication (page 10, lines 20-25), the method 
comprising: selecting one from among a plurality of locations which are predetermined to 
perform the wireless communication (Fig. 1; page 3, lines 13-19; page 10, line 26 through page 
11, line 5); and setting the operating environment for the wireless communication in a mode in 
which the apparatus does not respond to a device discovery request transmitted from the remote 
device, based on the selected location (Fig. 10; page 13, lines 15-18). 

Regarding claim 9, Wolovitz discloses the method according to claim 8, wherein the 
setting includes setting the operating environment for the wireless communication in one of a 
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mode in which the apparatus responds to the device discovery request and a mode in which the 
apparatus does not respond to the device discovery request (Fig. 10; page 13, lines 15-18), based 
on one of a plurality of mode setting information items which corresponds to the selected 
location, the plurality of mode setting information items corresponding to the plurality of 
locations (Figs. 4 & 10). 

Regarding claim 10, Wolovitz discloses the method according to claim 9, wherein the 
plurality of mode setting information items each include information indicating whether the 
apparatus should respond to a connection request transmitted from a remote device (Fig. 10; 
page 13, lines 18-19), and the setting further includes setting the operating environment for the 
wireless communication in one of a mode in which the apparatus responds to the connection 
request and a mode in which the apparatus does not respond to the connection request, based on 
mode setting information item corresponding to the selected location (Fig. 10; page 13, lines 18- 
19). 

Regarding claim 11, Wolovitz discloses the method according to claim 9, wherein the 
plurality of mode setting information items each include information indicating whether it is 
necessary to authenticate that the apparatus and the remote device have a same password (Fig. 
10; page 13, lines 19-21; note that determining whether communication devices have the same 
password is inherently present in an authentication process), and the setting further includes 
setting the operating environment for the wireless communication in one of a mode in which the 
authentication need to be performed and a mode in which the authentication need not to be 
performed, based on mode setting information items corresponding to the selected location (Fig. 
10; note the pairable mode setting). 
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Regarding claim 12, Wolovitz discloses the method according to claim 8, wherein the 
selecting includes displaying on a display screen a selection screen for causing a user to select 
one from among the locations (page 4, lines 5-10). 

Regarding claim 13, Wolovitz discloses the method according to claim 8, wherein the 
selecting includes defining link information for associating each of remote devices with one of 
the locations (page 4, lines 1 1-27; page 6, lines 10-14), performing a device discovery process of 
discovering a remote device that is present within a wireless communication area of the 
apparatus (page 6, lines 14-16), and selecting one from among the locations based on a result of 
the device discovery process and the link information so as to select a location that is associated 
with the remote device discovered by the device discovery process (page 6, lines 16-20). 

Regarding claim 14, Wolovitz discloses a method of controlling an operating 
environment for wireless communication with a remote device, the method being applied to an 
apparatus for performing the wireless communication (page 11, lines 6-25), the method 
comprising: defining link information for associating each of remote devices with one of a 
plurality of locations that are predetermined to perform wireless communication (page 4, lines 
11-27; page 6, lines 10-14); performing a device discovery process of discovering a remote 
device that is present within a wireless communication area of the apparatus (page 6, lines 14- 
16); selecting one from among the locations based on a result of the device discovery process 
and the link information so as to select a location that is associated with the remote device 
discovered by the device discovery process (page 6, lines 16-20); and setting an operating 
environment for the wireless communication in one of a mode in which the apparatus responds 
to a device discovery request transmitted from a remote device and a mode in which the 
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apparatus does not respond to the device discovery request, in accordance with the selected one 
of the locations (Fig. 10). 



5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marivelisse Santiago-Cordero whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7839. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 7:30am to 
4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lester Kincaid can be reached on (571) 272-7922. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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